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Introduction
The first newsletter has generated some positive reactions from our Membership and it is good to see that the newsletter is becoming a useful communication tool.

If also you have some news that can be put in this newsletter, please do not hesitate to contact your ILS Headquarters.

Thank you for your help and collaboration.

Activity report of the Caribbean Region

Report mailed by Tim Hamel

International Development Liaison – America’s Region ILS and RLLS

The last 6 months have been filled with much progress in the Caribbean but there is still continued work in other areas.  In general the Islands have been very rece​ptive to upgrading their skills and then taking the information to share with other lifeguards around their country.  As you will see in this report work is still needed in encouraging them to take more ownership in developing a Lifesaving Society on their Island.

The Caribbean Lifesaving Association

At last years Lifesaving Conference and Championships the five Islands in attendance agreed in principle to the formation of a Caribbean Lifesaving Association. This Society would oversee the Lifesaving activities in the Caribbean and represent the region Internationally.

A list of priority items were identified by the group that needed to be dealt with through the association. Since this time we have made attempts to schedule a tele-confe​rence call to discuss the issues and how we could start working on resolving them.

The 3RD annual Caribbean Lifesaving Conference and Championships

Plans are on their way for this very important yearly event. The dates have been set for September 1999. An interest to host form has been sent to all the Islands.  Response is due back by the end of March. To date Jamaica has expressed interest in hosting the events. The organi​sers have met via a tele-conference call and areas of responsibilities were discussed. There are plans to invite Chris Brewster, Vice President of ILS and President for the America’s and any other person he feels would add to the effectiveness of the activities.
Barbados

Mr. Patrick Dalmada, a Canadian Surf Lifeguard Instructor has been involved in lifesaving development in Barbados for eight years now. It was thought we need to draw more on his experiences and focus on the development of a Lifesaving Society.  As reported in previous reports, Barbados has done an excellent job in getting their Surf and Pool Lifeguards up to an International standard.  Mr. Patrick Dalmada will now work with the NCC and David Bascome in making the Island more self sufficient in the training of the lay person in Lifesaving and the adminis​tration of running a Society. Through this development it is hoped that a Lifesaving Instructor Trainer course will be set up by Dave within the next 3 months.

On the week of March 15-19 Mr. Dan Bresbrois, a Canadian Surf Lifeguard and PWC Trainer will be travelling to Barbados to complete the training course we were unable to conduct in September because of the weather. NCC will be picking up all of the expenses and it is expected that there will be representatives from the Lifeguarding Service, Fire, Police, Military, etc.  Dan will submit a report on his activities and recommendations for further training on his return.

Jamaica

RLSS – Jamaica has expressed interest in hosting the Lifesaving Conference.  As you may already be aware 7 Lifeguards from Jamaica have recently received awards from the Commonwealth for their bravery in lifesaving rescues.  Many of the Lifesaving Instructors have taught courses in Lifesaving to potential lifeguards, hotel staff and the lay person.  Mr. Stuart Frazer spent three weeks over in Negril, training 95 people in Lifesaving/Lifeguarding, because of the demand for training.  Here again we need to put more focus on the development of a Lifesaving Society to administer the training.

The 20 Lifesaving Instructors are due for a re-certification in September, this would happen during the Lifesaving Conference, if held in Jamaica. I feel because we missed an opportunity to go to the Island in September that I need to go down within the next six months. There seems to be some confusion between different government agencies on would oversee the courses being taught. The re-certification and conference would be a great opportunity to bring everyone together and get people back on the right track.

Trinidad and Tobago

The Trinidad Lifesaving Association reported in February that they took back the skills and knowledge gained at the Caribbean Conference to the Island and shared it with the lifeguards there. This information was very well received and the group is looking forward to this years conference. They have also expressed interest in hosting the conference and championships in the year 2000. Recent Canadian information has been sent to the Island in the areas of upgraded Boating Safety Standards and PWC Training.

St. Lucia

The St. Lucia Lifesaving Society has contacted me to set up an National Lifeguard Service – Surf course. I have contacted Mr. Doug Trentcowsky, who is our most experienced trainer for this area of the Caribbean. He has agreed to conduct a course on the Island to move them from Bronze Cross to NLS. He has since contact Mrs. Carol Deveau in St. Lucia to establish the best dates, number of lifesavers interested in been involved, etc.  Doug will forward a request for support in this training once the details are worked out.  

Antigua

Mr. John Long has information regarding people from the UK going to the Island for their annual Lifesaving Training Week.  This has been proven to be a very successful way for the Society to get mass training completed at no cost to the Society. I congratulate the ladies on their fine work and wish them the best. The group will be in constant contact with Mrs. Clarence Edwards of Antigua Lifesaving Association during their time on the Island.

Bermuda

Exciting news! We have made a contact on the Island who as expressed interested in furthering lifesaving development.  In the past attempts to generate an active contact on the Island have been unsuccessful. The person’s name is Mr. James Pedro and he is the Lifeguard Superintendent for the lifeguards on the beaches in Bermuda.  He has since forwar​ded to me a copy of all his current and expired US qualifications. They will be evaluated and an equivalent Canadian award will be issued. He would like to then start to revitalise lifesaving training on the Island. He has also expressed interest in being involved in both the Caribbean Lifesaving Association and the Confe​rence.

At this time efforts continue on the development of active contacts on the rest of the Islands in the Caribbean. I will update if any new contacts are generated.

Other activities

Canada has formally expressed interest in hosting the International Conference on teaching people with disabilities, gene​rously sponsored by the UK.

I have been in contact with Mr. Mike McKeena of the US. He is interested in being involved in International lifesaving development especially in South America.  This is also great news as we need people interested in this part of the world where drowning is a major problem. I am looking forward to building a stronger tie with the US and are ability to lead both ILS and RLLS in lifesaving development. 

That is all to report for now.  I am looking forward to the opportunity to seeing everyone again at the ILS meetings in Montreal.

Strategic Planning Meeting in Montreal

We informed the Membership in our previous Newsletter that the coming Strategic Planning Workshop, that will be held in Montreal (Canada) from 6 to 10 May 1999, is well underway.

The Canadian Lifesaving Association has put up a magnificent programme that was e-mailed and mailed to the ILS member​ship.

All leading people in lifesaving are expected to participate in this important meeting. Those countries having not yet registered are invited to do so as soon as possible.

The Canadian Lifesaving Organisation is grateful to those who have faxed back the registration form. For those who have not yet sent in their form, please do so quickly as the hotel rooms are filling up. Please fax or email it to the:

Lifesaving Society, Canada 
National Office: 287 McArthur Avenue - Ottawa, ON K1L 6P3 (Canada)
Fax: 613-746-9929
Email: experts@lifesaving.ca

If you have further questions, do not hesitate to contact the Lifesaving Society Canada.

We would like to congratulate not only Canada, but also the Steering Committee that has set up this important workshop and that created a very good survey that was mailed to the ILS Membership.

We hope that all ILS members have been able to complete the survey before the set date. Please remember that the deadline is set to be March 31st deadline. You thus have only some days left.

ILS is also thanking the Life Saving Society, Canada for assuming all of the costs related to the circulation of this survey, the hosting of the meeting, and the very professional way they are handling the workshop. Lifesaving is growing thanks to such appreciated actions and support.

ILS Medical Commission

Upon recommendation of the ILS Medical Commission, two Policy Statements were recently approved by the Board of Directors of ILS.

The Medical Commission is currently working on two more Statements; namely “Automatic External Defibrillation” and “Communicable Disease Prevention”



ILS Education Commission

The standards for the International Certificates of Junior lifesaver, Lifesaver, Pool Lifeguard, Beach/Surf Lifeguard, Open Water Lifeguard has been revised by the Commission and were published in the annexes of the Board of Director’s Meeting. Also all rescue diving Certificates has been set up and are fully operational.

All ILS Member countries are invited to inform their membership that International Certificates are recognised by ILS and are available at the ILS HQ.


If more information is needed as per the procedure to obtain the Certificates, please do not hesitate to contact the ILS Headquarters.

New Publications from the YMCA


We are glad to inform you that the ILS Library received recently a gift of five brand new books that were designed and produced by Studio Montage for the YMCA.

· The titles are:

· Teaching Swimming Fundamentals – YMCA of the USA – 1999 – 192 pages.

· The parent/child and pre school – YMCA of the USA aquatic program manual – YMCA of the USA – 1999 – 198 pages.

· The youth and adult aquatic program manual – YMCA of the USA – 1999 – 202 pages.

· Administrators manual – YMCA of the USA – 1999 – 387 pages.

· National Pool and Waterpark lifeguard training manual – YMCA of he USA – 1999 - 213 pages.

All books were published by Human Kine​tics Publishers, Inc. And can be ordered from them.

Bert Vander Marck CEO from Studio Montage still is very disappointed that the ILS books programme did not went through since and we quote: “the stuff we had from ILS was very good and, with available material, my Studio could have produced magnificent books without any problems”. 

We thank Studio Montage for the gift of the five books for our library.

ILS Internet website

President for the Americas Region B. Chris Brewster has agreed to develop
an Internet site for ILS that will serve as a central location of ILS infor​ma​tion. Cost of developing and hosting the site will be covered by sponsors and advertising. Chris reports that thanks to the work of Greg Nance, Chief Executive Officer of Surf Life Saving Australia, British Petroleum has agreed to be a primary sponsor. In exchange for US$ 5,000, BP
will be given recognition throughout the website and a link to their own website. 

Another major sponsor is needed at this level before the project can move forward. Anyone knowing of a company that might be interested in covering the second US $5,000 needed for the project, in exchange for two years of recognition throughout the site, should contact Chris at: bcb@compuserve.com.


ILS is very happy that Chris is taking this job on his shoulders and we congratulate him for his dedication to ILS.

Kevin Weldon retires from publishing

Kevin Weldon, Australian publishing legend, has sold the last of his publishing empire in the USA and Australia to the Chicago Tribune for an undisclosed sum.

For more than forty years Weldon has been the forefront of innovative publishing in Australia and overseas. At its height, the Weldon Group of Companies exports exceeded 35 million dollars a year in books published in 20 languages in over forty countries and was in the list of Australia’s top exporters.

Weldon is now aggressively pursuing investments in exciting, emerging IT and media ventures – “It’s not the end … just the book-end” quips Weldon.

The new ventures on Weldon’s agenda includes identifying market leaders of the future and investing in their growth and development into the new millennium.

ILS wishes our founding president all the best in its new ventures.

New Publication

Sports-aid International has published a new book entitled “Drowning – New perspectives on Intervention and Prevention”. It is edited by John R. Fletemeyer and Samuel J. Freas and is focussed on drowning intervention and prevention strategies and techniques. More info can be obtained on the web site: http://www.crcpress.com and orders can be placed on the e-mail: orders@crcpress.com
ILS Secretary General was recently elected in the ARISF Board

The Association of IOC Recognised International Sports Federations (ARISF) is grouping 25 Sports Recognised by the International Olympic Committee which are not yet on the programme of the Olympic Games. At its General Assembly last week in Lausanne, the ARISF members elected the ILS Secretary general to the six person strong Board. 

The ARISF council is headed by Mr. Ron Froehlich (trampoline), and comprises as Vice-President Mrs. Susie Simcock (squash) and as Secretary General Mr. Han Van Der Heyden (racquetball). Members are: Dr. Harald Vervaecke PhD (lifesaving), Mrs. Sue Harvey (orienteering), and Mr. Gerald Konig (Bowling). The ARISF has been successful to raise the contribution of the IOC and to obtain a better accreditation during the Olympic Games.

News … news

We regularly ant to issue this newsletter and therefore need your input. Please mail all news to the ILS HQ so that we can include it in our next newsletter.

Thank you very much for your collaboration.

Dr. Harald Vervaecke

Secretary General

