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Introduction

Here some good news from the ILS Head​quarters. ILS has now switched over to the glass fibre cable and its main computer has now a direct and permanent link with the net and the web. We do not anymore need to work with a telephone line and the direct access to the glass fibre cable is not only very cheap (40 USD per month for a 24/24 connection) but also some 10.000 times faster than in the past. The mailing of this newsletter e.g. takes just 1,56 seconds to over 300 e-mail addresses.

More and more the e-mail is taking over the former letters and normal mailings. The IOC, the AGFIS, and many more organisa​tions are no longer printing their brochures and magazines, but are issuing their news by e-mail.

Until now, we have seen that over 75 percent of the ILS member countries have e-mail. 95 % of the ILS Board Members and ILS Commission Members have e-mail. ILS is urging all people that can inform us of new e-mail addresses to just inform us so that we an even better serve you.

The new e-mail of ILS is:

Ils.hq@pandora.be
The old e-mail is still active but kept as a reserve in case there might be a problem with the new one. It is not necessary to e-mail your files to both new and older e-mail, it only uses double of our time to receive things twice. Thank you for your collaboration.

Changes of Addresses/Contact details

Please note the following changes of addresses and contact details in your new ILS Directory:

Antigua

Doug HOWIE has been replaced by Clarence EDWARDS, P.O. Box 2016, St. Johns, Antigua. 

Austria
Walter Grimm’s contact numbers have changed. Phone: +43-1-588.01.153 ext. 10 and fax: +43-1-588.01.153 ext. 99.

Bahamas

Nancy COLE has been replaced by her cousin Betty COLE, P.O. Box 998, Nassau, Bahamas. Phone/Fax: +1+1242-325.2104.

Canada

Due to new elections, the new President for the Lifesaving Society Canada is:

Doreen DRYSDALE
Same National Office contact numbers
E-mail address: 

drysdale@burnabyparksrec.org


Vice Presidents: Linda SAUCIER, Jan ENGEMOEN, Anne JACKSON
Treasurer: Randy KILLEY - Federation Contact information

Tim HAMEL, Member ILS Development Aid Commission, also has new contact details:

Address: Superior Pool Spa & Leisure 

24 Martin Ross Avenue

Toronto, Ontario - Canada M3J 2K9

Tp: +1-416-766.17.56

To: +1-416-665.04.10

Fo: +1-416-665.68.77

Egypt

The Egyptian Underwater Sports Federation (EUSF) has moved to the following address:

18 Moustafa El-Dewani Street

Garden City

Cairo – Egypt

T: +202-355.09.43

F: +202-354.08.93

Last month, the ILS Secretary General had several meetings with General Mohamed Dawoud, the EUSF President and planned in November 1999 two courses; an International Lifesaving Course in Cairo and a Rescue Diving course in Hurghada at the Red Sea.

Talks were started to issue an International Lifesaving manual in the Arabic language.

Lesotho

Paul MIDDLETON has now left and Steve MABULA has taken his place. The address remained the same. The fax number has changed to:- 266 312614.

South Africa

New telephone number: +27 31 312 9251

New fax number: +27 31 312 5612

SLSA of Great Britain

New general e-mail address: mail@lifeguards.org.uk
Adam Wooler’s new e-mail:

awooler@lifeguards.org.uk
National Water Life Saving Association of the Republic of China
Please note that the regional code for Taipei has changed from “2” into “22”.  Please change all phone and fax numbers accordingly.

Tf: +886-22-331.96.11

Ff: +886-22-375.65.76

RLSS of Australia

Robert Bradley’s new e-mail:

ned@rlssa.org.au
Hong Kong Life Saving Society

Referees’ Course

A Referees' Course (Still Water) was held in Hong Kong from 30th January - 1st February 1999 with 88 participants from Japan, Macau, R.O.C. Taiwan, People Republic of China taking part. The Course organised by Hong Kong Life Saving Society and masterly headed by Norman Farmer, the Chairman of the ILS Education Commission (RLSS-Australia) was very successful.

Visit HKLSS Club

On 9 May 1999 the ILS Executive Secre​tary, Heidi HEREMANS had the pleasure of visiting the Hong Kong Life Saving Society at Repulse Bay. While staying in Hong Kong she was officially invited by Dr. Patrick YEUNG to attend to a special award presentation for lifesavers that had made a remarkable rescue during the past year. It was a valuable experience for her to be able to visit the HKLSS Club on this particular day, since it was the day of honouring the Goddess of the Ocean. For her, this event and the hospitality of all the members of the HKLSS that were present made the HKLSS Club even more impres​sive than it already is.  

People Republic of China


1999 National Advanced Lifeguard Training Course took place between 10th to 16th May 1999 at China Shanghai organised by China National Lifesaving Association. 55 participants attended the course and successfully passed examinations. Two guest speakers included Dr. Patrick YEUNG Che-to, Member of ILS education Commission and Mr. KWONG Man-lung, Head of Pool Rescue & Education  Commission HKLSS gave the special seminars involved to lifesaving technique and life guarding skills.

Please also note that the HKLSS now has its own e-mail address: info@hklss.org.hk
United States of America

Cross section

In 1999, the City of San Diego commis​sioned CIC Research, Inc. to survey a cross- section of San Diego residents. Surveyed city residents were asked to rate 40 city services in terms of their priority when it comes to determining where the City of San Diego should spend its money. A total of 3.200 in-depth interviews were  conducted between March and April. A total
of 14 of the 40 services were rated in the highest priority strata. The following were the rankings of key public safety services, with the percentage of persons ranking them as highest priority in parentheses:
5. Police protection (70%)
7. Fire protection (67%)
8. Lifeguards at city beaches (67%)
As you will note, lifeguard protection at city beaches ranked equally with city-wide fire protection and within three percentage points of city-wide police protection. Considering that this was a city-wide survey, including a diverse number of communities located well away from the beach area, this would seem a notable achievement reflective of a very positive public image.

Drownings

A total of 167 people have drowned in Lithuania since the beginning of the bathing season which coincided with a spell of hot weather, the Interior Ministry press service told Tass on Wednesday.

Ten people drowned only on Tuesday, 13 July, the oldest victim being a 81-year-old man and the youngest one a 19-year-old school graduate.


BOD Hastings

The Board of Directors of ILS will be held in the City of Worthing in Mid-September. See attached calendar.

Olive Bowes receives honours

Olive Bowes, a member of the ILS Educa​tion Commission, was awarded the honour of " Member of the Order of the British Empire" in Her Majesty’s The Queen's Birthday Honours List. The Honour was for service to lifesaving. ILS wishes to congratulate Mrs. Olive Bowes M.B.E. for this well deserved award.
European Open Water Championships

The first European Beach/Surf lifesaving Championships will be held in Bournemouth (Great Britain) in the beginning of August. The countries participating are: Great Britain-Surf, United Kingdom-Royal, Ireland, Spain, Belgium, France, Sweden and Germany

European Stillwater Championships

The European Stillwater lifesaving Cham​pionships will be held in Antwerpen at the end of September. The countries participating are until now: Great Britain-Surf, United Kingdom-Royal, Spain, Belgium A and B, France, Sweden, the Netherlands, Norway, Italy, Denmark, Czech Republic and Germany.

IWGA Meeting in the ILS HQ

The Executive Committee of the International World Games Association (IWGA) met Friday 25th June in Leuven (BEL) with for the first time in their midst Dr Jacques Rogge MD as Observer from the International Olympic Committee (IOC).

Among the matters discussed was the provisional programme for the World Games 2001, to be held in Akita (JPN) 16-26 August. That programme includes the representation of 24 of the in total 31 International Sports Federations being affiliated with the IWGA. Divided over more than 160 events there are nearly 850 medals to win. The total number of athletes and officials is 2.500.

Another point of discussion was the news that the Belgian Olympic Committee (Comité Olympique et Interfédéral Belge) is to intensify its involvement with the preparation for the Belgian athletes to compete in Akita. From the start of the World Games, 1981 in Santa Clara (USA), Belgium always supports its athletes in this respect. For the sixth World Games the assistance will include not only free travel but also a free additional stay period of three days further to their presence as regulated for their specific sport. In this way the athletes will have a better opportunity to enjoy the spirit of friendship, solidarity and fair play. Besides all athletes will have financial support for training in preparation for the qualifying competitions in order to meet the qualifying criteria for participation in the World Games events. In an attempt to stimulate National Olympic Committees to follow the Belgian example, IWGA President Ron Froehlich will make a presentation at the 1999 General Assembly of The European Olympic Committees (EOC) in November in Prague (CZE).

The meeting of the IWGA Executive Committee spent quite some time speaking about the future of the World Games. While the various options are still to be thoroughly considered, the documents for the bidding procedure for candidate cities to host the World Games 2005 will be finalised in due course. The cities showing already their interest in this respect will soon be provided with the details for the bidding procedure. 

The next meeting of the IWGA Executive Committee is planned for Sunday 10th October in Akita (Japan). The 1999 Annual General Meeting of the IWGA will take place on Thursday 14th October in Osaka (JPN). Dr Jacques Rogge will also attend the Osaka meeting.

Signed Trukie Albarda – press officer IWGA

Asia Pacific Meeting in Taiwan 

The ILS Asia Pacific Meeting will take place in Taiwan at the end of this week. A delegation of some 30 people from over 12 countries responded the kind invitation from our Taiwanese friends. More news of the outcome of the meeting will be given in the next newsletter.

Brazil – amazing story

On a rainy day on Ipanema Beach (a beach nearby the famous Copacabana Beach). A men who works as guard of a building, 32 years old, was in his day off walking on the beach when he saw a shark in the surf. He
probably doesn't know to swim. Suddenly the walkers saw he jumped in the water and started fighting with the shark. Fifteen minutes later he brought the shark to the shore. Everybody was astonishing about how and why this guy did this. 


He said he saw this big fish swimming in the surf and thought in a big fish to eat. He had nothing to kill this "big fish" so he strangled and punched it until the "fish" died. The shark was latter recognised as a blue species and was 1,7 meters long with a weight of some 45 kilograms. The shark was hunting on the Rio de Janeiro Beaches. 

Try to answer me "who is the animal".
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