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On a preparatory meeting which was held in Wiesbaden on 24 and 25/01/1959, in the presence of representatives of FRANCE, Spain, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands and Germany FR., delegates decided to propose the following changes in the sports events at the next General Assembly: to replace the 400 m clothed swimm by a 200 m clothed swimm with obstacles. The obstacle was a zone of two metres delimited by two ropes where the lifesaver had to swimm under. The organising country gave the clothes of the competitors. The main reason of the changes of the event was the considerable lose of time in the 400 m swim (nearly 7 minutes per heat).

