To All ILS Member Organisations
Leuven, 03/11/2021
Dear colleague
Lifesaving World Championships (LWC 2022) – Important Announcement
The ILS Event Management Committee (EMC) has been engaged in extensive contingency planning for the
LWC 2022 events due to be held in Riccione in September/October 2022.
It is clear that while the current position with the Covid-19 Pandemic has improved in recent months in some
areas of the world, progress is not consistent in all countries and the situation going forwards to 2022 is not
certain. This has made planning any event very difficult. The EMC has considered the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Access criteria to enter Italy for those participating in international sporting events
Exit and return criteria from those countries where traditionally the majority of LWC participants will travel
from
Covid behaviour protocols within Italy, including vaccination status, ongoing testing requirements while incountry, equipment handling, mask wearing, social distancing requirements etc
Venue capacity restrictions for sporting events in Italy, including in-water social distancing rules
Local transportation rules and restrictions

Based on the most up to date information we have, and in consultation with FIN colleagues, the EMC has
concluded that, while some LWC 2022 events can take place, other events cannot be held because of the
difficulties of working within the Covid-19 behaviour protocols that are likely to be in place in Italy in 2022. We
must also point out that the continuing uncertainty with the pandemic means that if the situation deteriorates
significantly, the provisional schedule that we are announcing today may still be further revised.
1. Revised LWC 2022 Competition Schedule for events that will take place
The EMC is confident that the following events can take place, although the original schedule will change as
additional days have to be added to the programme to manage the event within the expected Covid-19
restrictions:
•

•

Masters
o the full programme of pool and ocean events (but not Surfboats) from Wednesday 21/09/2022 to
Monday 26/09/2022
o the whole programme needs to be brought forward by 2 days.
National Teams Open and National Teams Youth
o the full programme of pool and ocean events from Tuesday 27/09/2022 to Sunday 02/10/2022
o an additional two competition days will be required
o because of the restrictions, the SERC competition that is usually part of these Championships will not
be held

We recognise that those teams and individuals who will participate in these events may need to amend their
accommodation bookings to take account of the additional days that need to be added, or the earlier Masters’
start date, but the additional time is essential to be able to manage both these events safely within the Covid19 restrictions that will be in place.
2. Cancelled Championships and Events
Unfortunately this means that the following Championships and events cannot be held at LWC 2022:
•
•
•

National Teams Open SERC and National Teams Youth SERC
Interclub Teams Open and Interclub Teams Youth
Interclub Teams Open SERC and Interclub Teams Youth SERC
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•
•
•
•

Interclub IRB
National Teams IRB
Surfboat Interclub
Surfboat Masters

The decision to cancel any LWC event is not taken lightly, and it is with great regret that we have to take this
action. The EMC realises that this will be a great disappointment to those competitors who had planned to
participate in the cancelled events. However, we believe that in the circumstances this the best option that we
can take to ensure that there are some LWC 2022 events held. A reduced LWC 2022 is better than no LWC
2022 at all.
The cancellation of these events for LWC 2022 is only because of the effects of the pandemic and not for any
other reason. We can also confirm that the full programme of LWC events will be held in LWC 2024 on the
Gold Coast, Queensland, Australia. See also below at Section 7 about other opportunities for Interclub
competitors.
3. Refunds for cancelled Championships and events
For those who had made accommodation bookings and paid entry fees for those Championships and events
that are cancelled, FIN has confirmed that a full refund of payments made will be provided. Details of how to
access those refunds and the timescale will be provided separately throughout November by Orion in a specific
communication directly to all those who have made their bookings and paid entry fees.
4. Question and Answer brief
We will shortly provide all participants with a ‘Question and Answer’ brief to address concerns that they may
have, explain why the events cannot run as originally scheduled, and include information relating to the known
Covid restrictions that have made this decision necessary.
For those whose events will take place, information will be provided about the mandatory Covid testing that
will need to be undertaken by all participants every 72 hours while they are attending the event. FIN is
generously offering to cover the costs of testing of all National Team participants, but these costs will
unfortunately have to be borne themselves by all Masters participants.
5. ILS Meetings during LWC 2022
The ILS Board and Commission Meetings are still planned to take place in face-to-face meetings in Riccione
during LWC 2022. These are included in the attached provisional timetable for LWC 2022.
6. Why this decision is being announced now
The EMC believes that to be fair to all participants who are now beginning to make their travel and
accommodation arrangements for the LWC 2022 events, a decision has to be made and announced as soon
as it is possible to ensure that they do not incur any unnecessary expenditure that could not be recovered. It
was felt that this should be done now rather than wait until sometime in 2022 when it might be too late.
We would also point out that the ILS has been contacted directly in recent weeks by a number of Interclub and
Masters competitors who say they have heard rumours that these events were being cancelled (the source of
these rumours is not known) and urgently asking for clarity. This announcement provides that.
7. International Lifesaving event for Interclub competitors
The ILS and the host organisation, FIN, both acknowledge that for Interclub competitors there is a big gap
between the last LWC that was held in 2018 and the next that will feature their events in LWC 2024.
In order to provide an opportunity to Interclub Open and Youth competitors to try to bridge that gap and
experience some world-level international competition FIN has agreed to host an International Lifesaving event
for any Interclub competitors who wish to participate in individual events only in the following age groups:
• 15 to 19 - Under 20 in the year of competition
• 20 to 24 - Under 25 in the year of competition
• 25 to 29 - Under 30 in the year of competition.
2

These will take place alongside the LWC 2022 Masters events during the period from 21/09/2022 to
26/09/2022. Further information on these events will be provided separately in the next few days.
8. Request to cascade this information to your members
This announcement will shortly be published on the ILS Website and ILS Social Media channels. A separate
specific communication will also be issued to all existing registered participants. However, we ask that you
share this announcement as widely as possible with your members and club teams who may not access the
ILS Website and Social Media channels. All Technical Officials who have applied to officiate will also be
contacted directly to explain the position.
The provisional revised schedule for the LWC 2022 events that will run is attached.
9. Contact for further information
As with the previous announcement of the decision to postpone the LWC 2020 events, the ILS has a contact
point for queries or further information. Contact must be made by e-mail only to:
John Martin MBE, the ILS Event Director – j.martin@ilsf.org

Yours sincerely

Graham Ford AM
ILS President

Dr Harald Vervaecke PhD
ILS Secretary General
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